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PROVERBIAL COMPARISONS FROM AN EAST TENNESSEE COUNTY 


by 


Frances Boshears 
Stearns, Kentucky 


With Editorial Assistance of 
Herbert Halpert™ 
Murray (Kentucky) State College 


This collection of proverbial comparisons is a compilation of sayings I 
remember hearing in Scott County, which is in the mountainous section of East 
Tennessee. Scott County is bounded on the north by McCreary County, Kentucky, 
and on the east, west, and south by the Tennessee counties of Campbell, Fen- 
tress, and Morgan respectively. As background information which may be of 
interest, I give here some data both on my community and on myself, 


_ . The chicf occupations of the people in this section are lumbering, coal 
mining, farming and some cattle raising. Because the region is mountainous, 
most of the farms are small, but it is a good section for growing potatoes, 
corn, vegetables, and some tobacco. 


Oneida, the largest town in the county has a population of about h,000. 
It is eight miles north of Huntsbille, the county seat of Scott County, and 
about sixty miles northwest of Knoxville, Tennessee. Oneida is a railway center. 
The Southern Railway goes through here, and two local lines, the Tennessee 
Reailway, and the Oneida and Western Railway have their shops here. Other in- 
dustries in the general area are a. large planing mill, a door and window fac- 
tory, a hosiery mill, md several lumber mills. | 


Oneida also has the largest school in the county, with an enrollment of 
over a thousand students. The county has three other high schools. A number 
of consolidated grade schools have replaced all but a very few of the one- 
room schools. The nearest colleges is in Knoxville, 


- 


“The material here presented is taken beste the Folk ore Archive at Murray 
State College. To prepare it for publication, I have rearranged Miss Boshears' 
collection to follow the pattern of my earlier West Tennessee collections, and 
alphabetized the items in each category. I have also revised Miss Boshears' 
introduction by rearranging the grouping of her information, combining some of 
her sentences, and adding some transitional phrases. I have retained her own 
language as much as possible, and have been careful not to tamper with her 
ideas, 


As far as I know, Miss Boshears' impressive compilation of 1,045 proverbial 
comparisons is the leargest ever secured in this country from one person's 
memory. I suspect that with time and some prompting she could have enlarged 
the number very considerably. As it is, it may be noted that singlehanded she 
has matched the total number of sayings in the two West Tennessee collections 
which I edited from the proverb cards submitted to the Folklore Archive at 
Murray State College by well over forty students. After examining this collec- 
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The population of the county is white only. If names are any indication, 
most of the people are of English stock. English names are predominant, but 
my own is of French origin. My grandfather, William Boshears, came to Tennessee 
from North Carolina. My father, Ewell Smith Boshears, was raised and lived in 
Scott County all of his life. He was a merchant for about ten years before 
entering politics. He held public office for over forty years, holding the 
elective office of Register of Deeds for thirty-two years. I succeeded him in 
this office for one term, being the first woman to be elected to a public 
office in Scott County. 


I was born in Huntsville and lived there for twenty-four years; later I 
lived in Oneida for ten years. In addition to holding public office, for 
twelve of these years I taught in the public schocis of Scott County. At 
present, however, I am a teacher in the Stearns Graded School, in Stearns, 
McCreary County, 


These sayings come from many sourcese Some I heard from school children 
who no doubt had heard them at home. Others are sayings which I have heard 
my friends use often. Still others are those I kcow and use from my own family. 
I have not included, however, some used by my grandmother, wife of a Baptist 
minister and a lady with strict moral standards, ior fear that my family would 
disown me. Her language was much more free than is conventionally acceptable 
today. 


Apart from these direct sources, many of these sayings were "absorbed" 
while I held the office of Register of Deeds. A large number were heard 
directly in my conversations with the older people of Scott County who came to 
my office. Many of the "spicier ones, as well as a number I am discreetly 
omitting, were overheard when my office door would be open and a group of 
these mountain people would be conversing in the hallway of the courthouse. I 
want to emphasize that they were not meant to be vulgar; such "earthy" expres- 
Sions are a natural part of older rural speech. 


The conditions under which this compilation was made are worth givinge | 
In the summer of 1953, I registered for the American Folklore course at ilurray 
State College, Murray Kentucky. When we got on the subject of proverbial .. 
comparisons, I unwisely remarked that I thought I could remember a large number 


tion I think no one would venture to doubt that such — are an in- 
tegral part of the patterns of folk speech. 


It is importmt to gather these comparisons so that we may learn their ex- 
tent and distribution in this country. My only regret is that Miss Boshears 
did not have time to say a great deal about how and when these sayings are’ uséd. 


Some day I hope some courazeous soul in this country will make a com- 
munity proverb collection.and study that will explain in explicit detail how 
proverbs and proverbial sayings function in the community and show how they 
reflect the attitudes of the society that uses them. Such books as Jabo Proverbs 
from Liberia, by George Herzog, and Wit and Wisdom in Morocco, by E. i. Wester- 
marck, show that proverbs can be a rewarding study to more than just the 
student of language. | 
--Herhert Halpert 
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from East Tennessee. Before I knew what had happened, the course instructor, 
Professor Herbert Halpert, had "talked me into" making this collection. He 
also advised me what to put in this introduction. For the next five weeks I 
worked part-time on this list, 


I looked briefly at the article "Proverbial Comparisons from West Tennes- 
see," by Herbert Halpert, in the Tennessee Folklore Society Bulletin for 
September, 1951, and at the supplemmtay article in the March, 1952, Bulletin, 
for help in the classification of these sayings. Because of lack of time, as 
well as the instructor's suggestion that I rely chiefly on my ow — I 
read only a few items in each group. 


I used the alphabet to stimlate my memory in listing these sayings. for 
example, in making my largest group, the "Adjectival Comparisons Using As," 
I began with the letter "a" and thought first of "as absent minded as a pro- 
fessor," then "as absent minded as a school teacher." Since I could not think 
of any more beginning with the letter "a," I continued to "b," thinking of 
"as big as an apple," then "as big as a barrel," etc., on through the alphabet. 
These I listed just as I recallcd them to memory. At the end I alphabetized 
them very roughly and typed up my list. After the entire list was typed, 
I thought of many other sayings and inserted them on the proper pages. This 
process ‘of thinking and listing resulted in the list of 1,045 proverbial say- 
ings which follow. Frankly, I had no idea when I started how many sayings I 
knew since I had never consciously "collected" them before. 


I. Proverbial Exaggerations of the Form "So Cold (That)" 


1. The room is so bare that you feel stripped too. 

2e So big she has to turn sideways to enter the door. 

3. So broke I could&'t buy an old hen and one chick, 

lh. So cold that his bones rattle. | 

Se So crooked he has to twist his pants on, 

6. So dark you can't see your hands before you. 

7e So deaf he can't hear himself fa--. 

8. So deaf he can't hear it thunder. 

9. So drunk he couldn't hit the ground with his hate 
10. So drunk he doesn't know his head from his tail. 
11. So drunk he doesn't know his papae 
12. So drunk he can't see straight, 

13. So drunk‘he thinks he is Rockefellcr. | 
1h. I'm so dry I will have to be primed. (I.e., like a pump.) 
15. I'm so dry.I'm spitting cotton. 

16. So dumb he doesn't know which end is up. 
172 So dumb he doesn't know which end of the limb to saw off, 
18. So dumb he doesn't know his head from a hole in the ground, 
19. So dumb he can't pour water out of a boot with the directions printed on 

the handle. 

20. I'm so embarrassed I could dig a hole and crawl in. 

21. I'm so embarrassed I could fall through the floor. 

22.e I was so embarrassed I wished to forget my name. 

23. He lives so far back in the woods that he doosn't know the day of the week, 
2h. He is so “honnery" he stinks. 

25. I'm so hungry I could eat a bear, 

26. I'm so hungry I could eat the buttons off a brass monkey. 


27-¢ I'm so hungry I could eat a horse. 
28. I'm so hungry I could eat a ten-pemny neil. 
29. I'm so hungry I could eat plate and all. 
30. So hungry my slate are beating against my backbone. ) 
31. I'm so hungry that my stomach has grown to my backbone, | 
32. He is so lazy that he stinks. , 
33. He is so low that he would steal the butter off of a blind man's bread. 
34. He is so low that he would steal the money from a dead person's eyes. 
35. He is so low-down there is nothing too mean for him to do. 
36. I'm so mad I could bite a ten-panny nail in two. 
37. I'm so made I could die. 

e I'm so mad I could fight. 

I'm so mad I could fight a circle-saw. 

4Os-I'm so mad I don't know which end is up. 
41. I'm so mad I could slap my granny. 
42. I'm so mad I could spit fire, 
43. I'm so mad I'm red. 
4. Im so mad I'm sizzling. 
45. So many people you couldn't stir them with a stick. 
46. He is so mean that it isn't fumy. 
47. He's so naughty he is pitiful. 
48. He's so poor he rattles. (Poor in the sense of undernourished. ) 
49. He's so poor you can see through hin. 
50. He's so slow that he coulm't catch the itch. 
51. He's so slow he can't catch a snail. 
52. So sour it would make a pig squeal. % 
53. So stingy he counts the bites a the table. 
5h. So stingy he won't eat all he wants. 
55. So stingy he guards the slop pail. 
56. So stingy he would skin a flea for its hide and tallow. 
57. So stingy he would take candy from a baby. 
58. So sweet that sugar won't melt in her mouth. 
59. So tall you have to look up to see hin. 
- 60. So tall he has to stoop to enter the door. 

61. So tall he touches the moon. 
62. He is so thin he could crawl through a crack. 
63. So thin he could go through the eye of a needle, 
64. So thin you can read a newspaper through her. “ 
65. So thin you can see daylight on the other side, 
66. Sliced so thin you can see through it. (E.g., cheese, ) 
67. I'm so thirsty I could drink breach water. (Implies strong drink is his 

usual beverage. ) 

68. I'm so thirsty I could drink tnd mebbabiers ary. 
69. I'm so thirsty I'm foaming at the mouth. 
70. I'm so thirsty I'm spitting cotton. 
71. So tight he is afraid to breathe. 
72. So tight it hurts him to breathe. 
73- So tight he screaks. 
7he So tight he squeaks like new shoes. 
75» So tight he seueaks when he walks. 
76. I'm so tired I can hardly breathe. 
77¢ I'm so tired I can't put one foot in front of the other. 
78. I'm so tired I can't wiggle a toe. 
79. She is so ugly it hurts to look at her. | 
80. She's so v you would be afraid to meet her in the dark, 


| 
a 


Hore truth than poetry. 
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She's so ugly she would stop a clock. 
She's so ugly she would stop a train. 
She's so ugly you have to turn your head. 
I'm so weak I couldn't step over a flea. 


I'm so weak I couldn't whip a cat. 
II, Other Exaggerations 
examples. ) 
III. Comparisons in the Comparative Degree 
Bigger thm a cow. 


Bigger than an elephant. 

More bitter thm gall. 

More brass than a brass monkey « 

Colder than a corpse, : 

Colder then a weil digger's a--= in Idaho. 

More dangerous than a snake, 

I wouldn't trust him any farther than I could carry a fa-t in a sifter. 
I wouldn't trust him any farther taan I could spit. 

I wouldn't trust him any farther than I could throw a bull by the tail. 
I wouldn't trust him any farther than I could throw an elephant by the tail. 
Faster than the devil. 

Faster than lightning. 

Faster than a blue racer. 

Fatter than a butterb3ll. 


Flatter than a flitter. 


Flatter than a panca&ke. 

More fun than a@ barrel of monkeys. 

More fuss than an old maid. 

More guts thon a lawyer. — 

Hotter than a firecracker. 

Hotter than hell. | | 

Lower hell. 
You can make more noise tha ninety-nine cows and a bob-tailed bull. 
You can make more noise than a herd of wild horses. 
More people thm you could shake a stick at. 

Poorer than a church mcuse. 


More stubborn thm a jackass. 


More stubborn thm e rule. 
Much sweeter than honey. 
Sweeter than snuff. | 
Sweeter than sugar. 

More trouble than all my money. 


81. 
82, 
83, 
8h. 
85. 
86, 
87 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
92.6 
P30 
9h. 
956 
96. 
98. 
99 « 
100. 
1Ole 
102. 
1036 
10h. 
1056 
106, 
107 
108, 
109. 
110. 
lille 
112. 
ll) 
1156 
116. 
117. 
118. 
ll) 
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| 
IV, Comparisons Based on the Noun 


120. Disposition like a rotten egg. 
121. Disposition like a shrew. 

122. Eyes like two fried pies. 

123. Feet like boats. | 

12. A grin like a cat that had 


swallowed a canary. 


125. Hair like com silk. 


126. 


Head like eggs. 


(I.e., shaped 
like an egg.) | 


127. 
128, 
129, 
130. 
131. 
132. 


Legs like posts. 

A mouth like caves. 
Neck like a giraffe. 
A rear like a cow. 
Teeth like pearls | 
Tongues like ships. (I.e., that 
lash or talk about people. ) 


V. Various Adjectival Comparisons Using "Like" 


(No examples.) 


VI. Adverbial Comparisons 


He acts like a dying calf. 
Acts like a clom. 

Acts like a fool. 

Acts like a jackass. 

Acts like a preacher's som. 
(I.e., "cuts up.") 

Acts like the Queen of Sheba, 
Acts like a simpleton. 


Acts like she thinks she is some-~ 


thing on .a stick. 
a smarty.) 
Bleats like a billy goat. 


(I.e., she's 


‘ Bled like a stuck hog. 


Blinks like a toad. 

Boasts like a millionaire. 
Bounces like a ball. 

Brays Jike a jackass. 

Burns like dry leaves. 

Burns like tinder. 

Chatters like a monkey. 
Climbs like a monkey. | 

Cry like a baby. 

Cuddles like a baby. 

Curses like a sailor. | 

Dances like a fairy. 

Dives like a duck. 

Dives like a feather. 
Dressed like a dude. 
Dressed up like Miss Rich-Bitcn. 
Drinks like a fish. 

Drinks like a sailor. 

Drinks like a sponge. 

Drives like a bet out of hell. 
Dropped it like a hot potato. 


Using "Like" 


Eats like a glutton. | 

Eats like a hog. 

Eats like a horse. 

Kats like a pige 

I feel like a penny with a hole in 
it. 

I feel like something the cats 
drug in and couldn't eat, 

I feel like something sent for and 
couldn't go. 

I feel like thro 
(I.e., celebrating. 
Fell like a ton of bricks. 
Fight like a cat. 

Fight like a dog. 

Fight like a bantam rooster. 
Fights, like a tiger. 

Fights like a wildcat. 

Fits like your birthday suit. 
Fits like a glove. 

Fits like it was made just for you. 
Fits like you were melted and 
poured into it. 

Fits like your skin. 

Float like a cloud. 

Floats like a cork. 

Fly like a bird. 

Fly like a kite. 

Fly like the wind. 

Grins like an idiot. 

Grins like an opossun. 

Gripes like the devil. 

Grows like a weed. 

Growls like a dog. 


a big 


133. 16h. 
165. 
1356 166. 
136. 167. 
137-6 168, 
138. 169. 
1396 
171. 
| 172. 
13. 173. 
174. 
1456 175. 
1446. 176. 
177° 
148, 178. 
1h9. 179. 
150. 180. 
151. 181. 
1526 
1536 182. 
15h. 183. 
155.6 18h). 
156. 185. 1 
186. 
158. 187. 
159. 188. 
160. 189. 
161. 190. 
162. 191. 
163. 192. 


193. 
19h. 
195.6 
196. 
197.6 
198. 
199. 
200. 
201. 


202. 
203. 
20h. 
205.6 
206. 
207. 
208. 


209. 


210. 
2ll. 
212. 


213.6 
21h. 
215.6 
216. 
217. 


218. 
219. 
220. 
221. 
222. 
2236 
22h. 


2256 
226, 
227.6 
228, 
2296 
230. 
231. 
232. 

2336 
23h. 
2356 


Hate like the devil. 
Hate like hell. 
Hate like mischief, 
Jump like a frog. 


Jumps like a jumping jack. 


Jumps like a rabbit. 

Jumps like a jack rabbit. 
Jumped like he was shot. 

Jumped like he was shot out of a 
gun. 

Laughs like a fool. 

Laughs like a hyena. 

Lies like a dog. 

Lying like a log. 

Looks like an angel. ' 

Looks like the devil. 

Looks like the devil before 
daylight. 

Looks like a sheep-killing doge 
sneaking. ) 

Looks like a doll. 

Looks like anillion dollars. 
Her eyes look like two burnt 
holes in a blanket. 

His head looks like a peeled 
onion. 

Looks like the last rose of sum- 
MeL e 

Looks like something the cats 
dracged in. 

Looks like she stepped out of a 
bandbox.e 

Looks like she had swallowed a 
pumpkin seed. 

Loves it like a pig loves slope 
March like soldiers, 

Melt like butter. 

iielt like ice. 

Melt like rubber. 

Melts like a snowball in jugust. 
He needs her like a — needs 
milke 

Packed like sardines in a can, 
Paraced like soldiers. 

Pops like corn. 

Pops like a firecracker.. 
Popped like a gun. 

Pulled like an ox. 

Pulled like a engines 
Purr like a kitten. 

Pushed like a cattle stampede. 
Pushed like hell. 

Raining like a cow p-ssing on a 
flat rock. 
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Raining like p-=-- — out of a 
boot. 
Rolls like a ball. 


e Running. around like a cnaenen with 


its head cut off. 


, Runs like a chickm with its head 


cut off. 
Runs like clockwork. 
Runs like a dry creek. 


’ Runs like a deer. 
Run like mad, \ 


Runs like a rabbit. 

Runs like a sewing machine, 
He runs like he had-been shot out 
of a gun. 

Rust like iron. 

Shakes like a leaf. 

Shine like gold. 

Shines like new money. 

Eyes shine like stars. 
Shrinks like wol in hot water. 
Shrivels like dried grapes. 
Sings like a bird. 

Sings like a canary. 

Sings like a lark. 

Sings like a mockingbird. 
Sings like a nightingale. 

He sits like a knot on a loge 
(I.e., saying nothing.) 

He sits like a stump. 

He sits like he is in a trance. 
He sleeps like a baby. 

He sleeps like a loge 

Smells like a goat. — 

Smells like a mountain goat. 
Smells like a fish market. 
Smells like a nigger. 

Smells like a skunk. 

Smokes like a chimney. 
Sparkle like a diamond. 
Sparkle like a prism. 

Sparkle like Mow. 

Spins like a tope 

Spins like a wheel. 

Springs like a deer. 

Squawks like a settin' hen. 
Stands like a statue. 

Stands out like a sore thumb. 
Sticks like a brother. 

Sticks like glue, 

Sticks like a leach. 

Sticks like a tick. 

Stinks like a boar-hog. 
Stinks like a fish. 


| 
237. 
238 
239 
2h0. 
2h. 
22. 
2,3. 
2h6. 
2h9. 
250. 
251. 
252, 
253. 
255. 
256, 
| 257. 
258. 
2596 
260. | 
262, 
263. 
26h. 
265. 
266, 
267. 
268, 
269 
270. 
271. 
Clee 
2736 
27h. 
2756 
276. 
277. 
278. 
| 279.6 
280. 
281. 
262. 
283. 
28h. 


- As big as fatty-bread. 


Stinks like a dead horse. 


e Stinks like a polecat. 


Sweating like dripping eaves af- 
ter araine 


Sweating like a nigger. 


Sweating like a nigger at an 
electinn. 

Swims like a. duck. 

Swims like a fish. 


Swims like a rock. 


a fool. | 

Talks like a crazy man. 

Talks like his mouth is full of 
hot imsh. 3 

Talks like a nitwit. 


297. 
298. 
299» 
300. 
301. 


302. 
303. 
30h. 
305. 


306. 
307» 
308. 


Talks like a salesman, 
Twinkles like a star. 

Wovbdles like jelly. 

Waddles like a duck. 

Watches like a hawk 
chicken, 

Wiggles like a worm. 

Work like a beaver. 

Work like a horse. 
Work like a man. 
doing hard work.) 
Work like a nigger. 
Working like a scrub-woinane 
Work like a Trojan. 


(Refers to a woman 


\ VII. Adjectival Comparisons Using "As" 


As absent-minded as a professor. 
AS absent-minded as a school 
teacher. 

As alert as a fireman. 

As ambitious as a snail. 

As Mgry as a old bull. 

AS angry as hell. 

As angry as a old wet hen. 


- AS arrogant as a peacock. 


As awkward as a bull in a china 
shope 

As awkward as a cow. 

As awkward as a dog in a meat 
house@e 

As bald as a baby's a--. 

As bald as a baby's head. 


, As bald as an eagle. 


As bald as a peeled onion. 
aS balky as a jackass. 

As balky as an old mule. 

As balimy as a day in June. 
&As bare as the Old ‘/oman's cup- 
board. (Refers to nursery 
rhyme, “Old Motuer Hubbard. ") 
As bare as my hmad. 

As barren as a desert. 

As beautiful as a spring day. 
As big as the side of a barn. 


» As big as a barrel. 


As big as a bear. 

As big as a cow. 

As vig as an elephant. 

thick corn-bread,. ) 

As big as Ike. 


338. 


As big as life. 

As big as lightning. 

As big as a minute. 

As tig as a mountain. 

As big as all outdoors. 

As big as papas 

As big as saucers. 

As big as a piece of Soap after a 
day's washing. 

As big as you please. 

As big as a whale. 

As bitter as gall. | 

As bitter as. quinine. ; 

As black as the Ace of Spades. 
As black as coal. 

As black as Coalie's a--,. 
was a dog.) | 

As black as a croWe 

As black as the ground. 
As black as my hate 

As black as ink. 

As black.as jet. 

As black as a nigger. 
As black as "Nigger John." 
As black as night. 

As black as soot. 

As black as tar. 

As black as a bat. 

As black as a fish. 

As blue as a fish hook. 
As blue as indigo. 

As blue as the ocean. 
As blue as the sea. 

As blue as the sky. 

As bright as day. 


(Coalie 


ah, 
285, 
286 
238, 
289. 
291. 
292, 
2936 
2911. 
296. 
309. 
| 310. 
| omy 
| 313. 
3:3. 
318. 
319. 
360. 
321. 
322 
323. 
32h. 
325, 
325. 355. 
358. 
359. | 
328 260. 
329 6 361, 
330. 362. 
331. 363. 
332 
333. 
33h. 366. 
3356 367. 
336 368. 
369. 
3376 370. 
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As bright as daylight. , 419. As clumsy as a mule. 

As bright as ‘a dollar. 420. As clumsy as an ox. 

As bright as a silver dollar. 421. As clumsy as a pregnant woman. 
As bright as gold. - 422. As cocky as a bantam rooster. 

As bright as new money. , 23. AS cold as a cucumber. 

As bright as a penny, 2h. 4s cold as a frog. 

As bright as the stars. 425. As cold as hell. 

As bright as the sun. 426. As cold as ice. 

As bright as they make them, 427. as cold as an iceberg. 

AS broad as it is long. 428, As cold as an icicle. 

As broad as the side of a barn. 429, 4s cold as it gets. 

As broad as my hand. 432. As cold as kraut. 

As broad as the side of a house. 2). As cold as a polar bear lookse 
As brown as a berry. 432. As cold as yesterday's potatoes. 
As brow as a biscuit. 433. As cold as a well-digger's a-- in 
As brow as a bun. Idaho. 

As busy és ants in an ant hill. 43k, As common as dirte 

AS busy as a bee. 43S, As common as potatoes, 

As busy as a bob-tailed calf in 4.36. AS common as a sager. (I.e., a 
fly time. country person.) 


As busy as a dog scratching fleas. )37, As common as salt. 
As busy as a groom on his wedding }33. As common as an old shoe. 


night. 3 439: As common_as sine 

As busy as a nigger in cotton uO. As cool as & cucumber. 

picking time. kul. As crazy as a Betsy bugs 

As calm as a breeze. Lu2. As crazy as hell. 

As calm as a cucumber. luk3. As crazy as a loon. 

As much chance as a flea. lbh. As crazy as a lunatic. 

As much chance as a jack rabbit. 45. As crazy as you look. 

As changeable as the weather. uué. As crooked as a dog's hind leg. 
As changeable as the wind. lb7. As crooked as a barrel of fish 
As cheap as dirt. hooks. 

As cheap as a dishrag at a fire bb8. As crooked as a lawyer. 

sale, ds crooked as a keg of nails. 
4s clean as a hound's tooth. 50. As crooked as a pig's tail. 

As clean as a pin. Sle AS crooked as a rainbow. 

As clean as q whistle. uS2. as crooked as a snake. 

As clear as a bell. 4S3. As crooked as a barrel of snakes. 
As clear as a crystal. LShe as cross as a bear. 

As clear as mud. | LSS. is cross as a sore-tailed cat. 
As clear as water. uS6, As cross as a cross-cut saw. 
As Close as the bark on a tree. uSi, As cross as Old Scratch. 

As close as your fist. 58. As crude as oil. 

As close as an Irishman. 59. Js cute as a bug. 

As cloas as two in a bed. 460. aS cute as a bug in a ruge 

4s close as two in a bed on their 6). is cute as a bug's ear. 
wedding night. 462. As cute as a button. 

As close together as two p---ing 163. is cute as a Kewpie doll. 
through the same quill. L6l. is cute as pie.  } 

As clumsy as a bull in a china 465. is cute as a speckled pup. 
shope 66. us cute as a speckled pup pulling a 
As clumsy as a cow. red wagon. ; 

As clumsy as an elephant. 467. As cute as a trick. 


As clumsy as a man with palsy. 468. As damp as a baby's diaper. 
As clumsy as a blind man. L69. is dark as a stack of black cats. 


371. 
372. 
3736 
37k. 
375. 
376. 
3776 
378. 
319 
380. 
381. 
382. 
383, 
38h. 
385. 
386. 
387. 
388, 
389. | 
390. 
391. 
392. 
393. 
395. 
396. 
397 « 
398. 
399 
400. 
402. 
403. 
| LOL. 
OS. 
406. 
407. 
408. 
4.09 
410. 
hil. 
412. 
413. 
415. 
416. 
418. 


As dark as a dungeon. 525. 
As dark as hell. 

As dark as midnight. 526. 
As dark as a thunder cloud. 527. 
As dead as a door nail. f 
As dead as a dormouse. 528. 
As dead as four o'clock. 529. 
As dead as a hammer. 530. 
As dead as hell. 

As dead as a mackerel. 531. 
As dead as a tomb. 532. 
As deaf as a doorknob. 533. 
As deaf as a post. 53h. 
As deaf as a stump. 535. 
As deep as hell. 536. 
As deep as the ocean. 537. 
As deep as the sea, 538. 
As deep as a well. 539.6 
As dirty as the ground. 50. 
As dirty as a nigger. Sul. 
As dirty as a little orphan. 5ui2. 
As dirty as a pig. 543. 
As dirty as a tramp. Sub. 
As dizzy as a blonde. 55. 
As drunk as the devil. 56. 
As drunk as hell. 57. 
As drunk as a loon. 548. 
As drunk as a lord. 5u9. 
As drunk as a sailor. 550. 
As drunk as a sinner. 551. 
As drunk as a sponge. (I.64., 552. 
soaked with liquor.) 553. 
As drunk as Tom Walker, (Refers 

to a mean character.) 55l. 
As dry as a bone. 555. 
As dry as achip. 556. 
As dry as a desert. 557.6 
As dry as dust. 558. 
As dry as fodder. 559. 
As dry as a powder house. 

As dry as sawdust. 560. 
As dry as shucks. 561. 
As dull as a froe. 562. 
As dull as a broken needle. 563. 
As dull as a teachers' meeting. 56k. 
As dumb as a cluck. 565. 
As dumb as a doorbell. 566. 
As dumb as Dumb Dora. 567. 
As dumb as a jackass. 568, 
As dumb as a knot on a log. 569. 
As dumb as an ox, 570. 
As dumb as a post. : 571. 
As eager as a beaver. 572. 
As easy as drinking from a bottle. 573. 
As easy as falling off a log. 57h. 


As easy as falling off a log back- 
wards. 
As easy as pie. 

As easy aS swimming upstream back-= 
wards. 
As empty as a church on Monday. 
As empty as a drum. 

As empty as Mother Hubbard's cup- 
board. 
empty as a sieve, 
energetic as an ante 

fast as a bat out of hell. 
fast as lightning. 

fast as greased lightning. 


As 


Ss 
as 


as 
as 
As 


fast as a partridge. 
fat as a bear. 

fat as a butterball. 
fat as a grizzly bear. 
tat as a cow. 

fat as a hoge 

fat as a fatte@ming hog. 
fat as a tub of lard. 
fat as mud. 

fat as a pig. 


ferocious as a bear. 

fidgety as a worm in hot ashes. 
fidgety as a worm on a hot rock. 
fine as a baby's hair. 

s fine as the hair on a back. 
fine as silk. 

fine as sugar, 

AS fine as the the teeth in a fine 
tooth comb. 

As finnicky as an old maid. 

AS firm as a rocks 

as firm as the Rock of Gibraltar. 


flat 
flat 
flat 


dung. ) 


As 
as 
as 
as 
As 
aS 
as 
aS 
aS 
as 
As 
aS 
as 
aS 
as 


fl at 
flat 
flat 
flat 
flat 


as 
as 
as 


as 
as 
as 
as 
as 


a ‘board. 
can be, 
acowpile. (I.e., cow 
a flitter. 

my hand. 

my hat. 

a pancake. 

a pie. 


flighty as a bird. 
flimsy as cheesecloth. 
flimsy as a dishrag. 


free 
free a 
free 
free 
free 
free 


rain. 


as 
as 


the air. 
the air we breathe. 


as a bird. 


as 
as 


a lark. 
water. 


as the wind. 
fresh as the air just after a 


36 
470. 
472. 
473.6 
475.6 
76. 
477. 
478. 
479.6 
481. 
482. 
83. 
48h. 
85. As 
486. As 
487. As 
“88. As 
As 
490. AS 
As 
493. 
AS 
495. AS 
96. 
497 
498. 
499. 
500. 
501. 
502. 
503.6 
505. 
506. 
508. 
509. 
510. 
5ll. 
512. 
513. 
5156 
517. 
518. 
519.6 
21. 
523. 
52h. 
. 


As 
as 


4s 


a daisy. 

the morning dew. 
new-mown hay. 

a heifer, 

fresh as new-fallen snow, 
fresh as a bubbling spring. 
frizzly as nigger's hair. 
full as a tick. 

full as a stuffed toad. 
funny as can be, 

funny as a clown. 

funny as a barrel of monkeys. 
fuzzy as a bear, 

fuzzy as a caterpillar. 
came aS a COCKe 

game as an Indian. 

game as a rooster. 
gangling as a beanpole. 
gaunt as a starved dog. 
gentle as a breeze. 
gentle as a dog. 

gentle as a lamb. 

gloomy as a cell. 

gloomy as a dungeon. 
glum aS a COW. 

good as gold. 

good as grandma, 

good as a saint. 

"pooey" as glue. 

graceful as a cow. 
graceful as a deer, 
graceful as a swan. 
greasy as butter. 

greasy as a dishrag. 
greasy as dishwater. 
greasy as a Greek. 

greasy as a nigger. 
greedy as hell. 

greedy as a miser. 

greedy as a pig. 

green as an apple. 

green as a gourd. 

green as a grape. 

grem as grass. 

gre@m as a persimmon. 
grouchy as an old bear. 
grouchy as an old maid. 
hairy as an ape, 

hairy as a dog. 

hairy as a mountaineer. 
handsome as a king. 
handsome as a prince. 
handy as a pecket in a shirt.. 
handy as sidepockets. 
handy as a sidesaddle. 


fresh as 
fresh as 
fresh as 
fresh as 


66h. \As hipped as Old Phoebe. 


AS 
As 
4s 
AS 


AS 


As 
AS 
As 
As 
As 


As hard as 


happy as a clown. 

happy as 2 lark, 

happy as if he had good sense. 
hard as a brick. 


hard as 
hard as 
hard as 
hard as 
hard as 
hard as 


wedding. 


As 
AS 


hard as 
hard as 


a brickbat. 

hell. 

pig iron. 

nails. 

a ten-penny nail. 

a pine knot. 

a preacher's pr--- ata 


a rocKke 
steel. 


As hard to find as a needle in a 
haystack. 
hard-boiled as an egg. 
hard-headed as a bull. 
harmless as a baby. 
harmless as a child. 
harmless as a flea. 


As 
AS 
As 
As 
As 
As 


hasty as pudding. 


(I.e., as 


fast as making hasty pudding.) 
hateful as hell. 

hateful as Satan. 

hateful as Old Scratch himself. 
healthy as an OX. 

heavy as three~-day-old biscuits. 
As heavy as irone 

heavy as lead. 


As 
As 
As 


As. 


As 


As 


As 


high as a cat's back. 


pensive. ) 
As high as a kite. 

As high as the moon. 

As high as a Georgia pine. 
663. As high as the sky. 


(I.e., 


(Phoebe 


was a half-crazy local 


As 


As 


hollow 
hollow 
hollow 
homely 
homely 
homely 
honest 
honest 
honest 
hot as 
hot as 
hot as 
hot 
hot 
hot 


ends. 


As 


hot 


a drum. 


@ log. 


a porcupine quill. 
a mud fence. . 
homemade sin. 

a wench, 

Abe. 

the day is long. 


as a preacher. 

a bitch dog. 

blue blazes. 

dishwater. 

fire. 

a firecracker. 

a firecracker lit at both 


a foundry. 


5756 632. 
576. a 633. 
S77. = 
578. is 635. 
579. AS 
580. As 637. 
581. As 638. 
582. As 639. 
583. As 6L0. 
584. As 6lii. 
585. As 6,2, 
986. As 
587. As 64,3. 
589. As 645. 
590. AS 
591. AS 6.6. 
592. As 6,7. 
593. AS 648. 
61:9. 
595. AS 650. 
597. As 651. 
598. As 
599. As 652. 
600. As 653. 
601. As 65h. 
d 602, As 655. 
603. As ; 656. 
605. As ha 657. 
606. As 658. 
608. As 
609. As 
610. As 
: 611. As 
612. As 
613. As 
61h. As 
615. As 665. 
616. As 666. As as 
617. As 667. As as 
618. As 668. As as 
620. As 670. As as : 
621. As 671. As as 
622. As 672. As as 
| 623, As 67 3. AS 
62h. As 67h. AS 
625. As 675. AS 
626. As 676. As 
627. As 677. AS 
628, As 678. As 
629. As .679. 
631. As 680. Ei as 


681. 
682. 
683. 
68). 
685. 
686, 
687. 
688. 
689. 
690. 
691. 
692. 


693. 


694. 


695. 


696. 
697. 
698. 
699. 
700% 
701. 
702, 
7036 
70k. 
705. 
706. 
707. 
708. 
709 « 
710. 
7ll. 
712. 
713. 
71h. 
715. 
716. 
717° 
718. 
719 
720. 
721. 


722. 
7236 
72h. 
7256 
726. 
728. 
729. 
730. 
731. 
7326 


as a furnace. 


As hot 
As hot 
As hot 
As hot 
4s hot 
As hot 
Aas hot 
As hot as 
As hungry 
As hungry 
As hungry 
As hungry 
babies. 
as ill as a sore-tailed cat. 
AS ill as a hormet. 

AS ill as a yellow jacket. 
a WaSpe) 

AS impudent as Satan. 

As independent as a hog on ice. 
as independent as Rockefeller. 

As innocent as a baby. 

As innocent as a newborn baby. 

As jittery as a whore in church. 
is jittery as a worm in hot ashes. 
aS jumpy as a fish out of water. 
as jumpy as a sinner in church. 

As keen as an arrow. 

as keen as a whip. 

As kind as a mother. 

lazy as all get out. 

lazy as a dog. 

lazy as hell. 

lean as a beanpole. 

light as air. 

light as a cloud. 

light as cotton. 

light as day. 

light as a feather. 

likable as Satan. 

likely as not. 

limber as a rag. 

limp as a dishrag. 

(I.e., not 


Hades. 

hell. 

red pepper. 

a pistol. 

a depot stove. 

a potbellied stove. 
a she wolf. 

as a bear. 

as a starved dog. 
as a wolf. a 
as a she wolf with 


as 


(I.@., 


as 
as 
As 
aS 
as 
as 
As 
As 
as 
as 
As 
As limp as water. 
strong.) 

As little as a flea. 

as long as my arm, 

aS long as a country block. 

as long as your finger. 

AS long as from here to town. 
as long as time. 

aS long as you like. 

as loony as a goose. 

aS lousy as a hog. 

As low as a snake in the grass. 
as low as a snake's belly in a 
wagon rut. 


As 
As 
As 
As 
As 
AS 
AS 
As 
AS 
AS 


mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 
mean 


they make them. 
blazes. 
blue blazes. 

the devil. 

hell. 

an old settin! hen, | 
as an old wet hen. ’ 
as a hornete 

as can be, 

as a Democrat. 

as the devil. 

as the devil himself. 
as the dickens. 

as hell. 

as the mischief, 

as sin. 


as 
as 
as 
as 
as 
as 


meddlesome as a child. 
meddlesome as a witch. 


meek 
meek 
meek 
meek 


as a baby. 

as a lamb. 

aS a2 mouSe@e 

as a whipped dog. 


naked as a newborn babe. 
naked as Eve. 

naked as a settin' hen. 
naked as a jay bird. 


naked as a picked jay bird. 


neat as a button. 
neat as a pine 
nervous as all get out. 
nervous aS a groom at a wedding. 
nervous as a whore in church, 
nervous aS a worm on a hot rocke 
nifty as can be, 
noble as a knight. 
noisy as Grand Central Station. 
S noisy as hell. 
noisy as marbles in a washtub. 
5 noisy as rain on a tin roof. 
noisy as a freight train. 
noisy as a den of wildcats. 


nude as a newborn baby. 

numerous as the hairs on your 
head. 
nutty as a fruit cake. 


odd 
old 
old 
old 
old 
old 


as cai ‘be, 

as grandma. 

as the hills. 
as Methuselah. 
as the world. 
as they get. 


open as a book. 
open as a fresh air taxi. 


out 


of place as a queen in a 


kitchen, 
AS pale as a corpses 


38 
7332 AS low 
As mad 
735. As mad 
736. As mad 
737¢ As mad 
738. As mad | 
739-2 AS mad 
70. As mad 
741. As mean | 
AS mean 
743. As mean 
As 
745. AS 
7h6. As 
747. AS 
748. AS 
750. As 
752. As 
7536 As 
AS 
755-6 AS 
756. As 
757. AS 
+ 759. AS 
760. 
761. A 
762. A 
763. A 
A 
765. A | 
766. A 
7670 A 
768. A 
769. A 
7702 A 
771. A 
7726 A 
7732 A 
774. A 
775. 
776. | 
777 
778. 
779. 
780. 
781. 
782. 
783. 
78k. 
765. 
786. 


788. 
789. 
790.6 
791. 
792. 
7936 
79h. 
7956 
796. 
797.6 
793. 
799 


As pale as a ghost. 

As pale as a sheet. 

As perky as a peacock. 

As pert as a cricket. 

As pert as a jay bird. 

plain as could be. 

Plain as day, 

plain as your face. 

plain as my hand. 

plain as hell. 

plain as the nose on your face. 

plain as an old shoe. 

As playful as a kitten. 

As playful as a pup. 

As plucky as can be. 

As plump as a pigeon. 

As poor as I am. 

AS poor as Job's turkey. 

AS poor as a church mouse. 

As poor as a pauper. 

AS poor as possible. 

As pretty as May flowers. 

As pretty as a peach. 

As pretty as a picture. 

As pretty as a speckled pup. 

As pretty as they come, 

As pretty as they make them, 

As proud as can be. 

As proud as if it were gold. 
As proud as a king. 

As proud as a new papa. 

As proud as a peacock, 

proud as punch, 

as it could be. 
gold. 

Jesus Christ. 

a lily. 

rain water. 

the snow. 

the new fallen snow. 
they come. 

an old maid. 

they make them. 

a bat out of hell. 
a cat. 
a flash. 
lightning. 
greased lightning. 
a bolt of greased 


& & & 


pure 
queer as 
queer as 
quick as 
quick as 
quick as 
quick as 
quick as 
quick as 
lightning. | 
aS quick as a wink. “ 

As quick as you can bat an eye. 
AS quick as you can say Jack 
Robinson. . 

AS quiet as can be. 


As 
aS 
As 


a 
a 
a 


a 
red as 


a church on Monday 


a graveyard. 

a hospital, 

& mouSe€e 

a church mouse, 
the dead of night. 
a tomb. 


as Cinderella. 

as sauerkraut. 

as a scarecrow. 
as a tramp. 

an 


apple. 
spanked baby's a--. 
beet. 
pickled beet. 


blood. 


chimpanzee's a--. 


fire. 


rose. 
turkey's snout. 


wine. 


regular aS a clock, 
rich as Croesus. 
rich as everything... 
rich as a king. 
rich as Rockefeller. 


right as 


raine 


ripe as an apple. 
robust as a gi@te 
rotten as dirt. 
rotten as politics. 


rough as 


corny. 


4s 
AS 
aS 
As 
as 
aS 
aS 
aS 
as 
As 
oS 
as 
a8 
As 
As 
as 
As 
as 
as 
as 


rough as 
rough as 
rough as 
rough as 
rough as 
rough as 
round as 
round as 
round as 
round as 
round as 


a cob and twice as 


acorn cob. 
the devil. 
a grater. 
pig iron. 
sandpaper. 
they make them. 
an apple. 
a ball. 

a barrel. 
a biscuit. 
a bowl. 


rugged as the hills. 


runny as 
runty as 
salty as 


a river. 
a runt pig. 
brine. 


sanctimonious as a preacher. 


Sassy as 


a ja bird. 


scarce as hen's teeth, 
scaréd as a jack rabbit. 
senseless as a buzzard. 


shaky as 


seeds. 


a dog sh---ing peach 


841. As quiet as 
morning e 
AS quiet as 
843. As quiet as 
844. As quiet as 
845. As quiet as 
846. As quiet as 
817. As quiet as 
848. As ragged 
6849. As ragged 
850. AS ragged 
| 851. as ragged 
: 800. 852. As red as 
801. 853. As red as 
802. 854. As red as 
803. 855. is red as 
856. As red as 
305. 857. As red as 8 RRR 
806. 858. As red as 
859. As red as a 
0 860. AS 
809. 
810. 862. As 
811. 863. AS 
812. aS 
813. 865. as 
81h. 866. aS 
815. 867. is | 
‘ 816. 868. AS 
817. 869. | 
618, 870. 
819. 871. 
820. 572, 
821. 
822, 873. 
823. 87h. 
82h. 875. 
825. 876. 
826. 877.6 
827. 878. 
828. 879. | 
829. 880. 
830. 881. 
831. 882. 
832. 883. 
833. 
83h. 885. 
836. 887. 
888. 
837. 689. 
838. 890. 
892. 
93. 


As shapely as an hourglass. 
(I.e., favorable figure for women.) 94,8, 


AS 
As 
AS 
AS 
As 


a briar. 
a knife. 
a razore 
a tack. 
a whip. 


sharp as 
sharp as 
sharp as 
sharp as 


sharp as 


- As 


As 
As 
As 
AS 
AS 
AS 
As 
As 
As 
AS 
AS 
As 
As 
As 
As 
As 
AS 
As 
AS 
As 
As 
As 
As 
As 
As 


gold. 

new money, 

shiny as silver money. 
shiny as a new penny. 

shiny as silver. 

shiny as the stars at night. 
short as a friggin’ jacket. 
shy as a bird. 

sick as a dead calf, 

sick as a dog. 

sick as a horse. 

sick as a mule. 

Silent as the grave, 

Silent as a tomb. 

silly as a clown. 

Silly as a goose,» 

silly as hell. 

skinny as a beanpole. 
skinny as a rail. 

skinny as a fence rail. 
Slick as a button. 

Slick as glass. 

slick as ice. 

slick as greased lightning. 
Slick as owl grease. 

Slick as a greased pig. 
slick as a ribbon. 

slick as satin. 

Slick as a whistle, 
slippery as an eel. 
slippery as glass, 
Slippery as ice, 

slow as Christmas. 

slow as the itch. 

Slow as the seven-year itch. 
slow as molasses in January. 
slow as a snail. 

slow as a terrapin. 

Slow as a train through Arkan- 
Sas. 

As smart as a whip. 

As smooth as a bed of roses. 
AS smooth as glass, 

AS smooth as ice cream, 
smooth as silk. 

sober as a judge. 

soft as a baby's skin. 
soft as melted butter. 


shiny as 
shiny as 


As 
As 
AS 


3501 


951. 


952. 


953. 
95h. 
955. 
956. 
957. 
958. 
959. 
960. 
961. 
962. 
963. 
965. 
966, 
967. 
968. 
969. 
970.6 
971. 
972. 
973 
97h. 
975. 


976. 
977. 
978. 
979.» 
980. 
981. 


982. 
983. 
98h. 
985. 
986. 

987. 
988, 
989. 
990. 
991. 
992. 
993. 
995.6 
996. 
997. 
998. 
999. 


As 


soft 
soft 
soft 
soft 
soft 
soft 
sort 


as a carpet of pine needles. 
as cotton, 

as down. 

as a kitten. 

as a pillow. 

as silk. 

as velvete 


solemn as a judge. 
sore as a boil. 
sour as week-old buttermilk. 
sour as kraut. 

Sour as a pickle. 

Sour as vinegar. 

speckled as a guinea. 

spry as a rooster, 

stiff as a board, 

stiff as a corpse. 

stiff as a poker, 

stout as corm liquor, 

stout as a mule. 

stout as a corncob pipe. 
straight as an arrow, f 
straight as a crow flies. 
straight as a poker. 
straight as a shingle. 
straight as a stick, 
strong as an OX. 

strong as the North wind. 


stubborn as crab grass, (Crab 


grass is hard to kill.) 


As 
AS 
As 
As 
As 
As 


Smoky Mountains. ) 


As 
As 
As 
AS 
As 
As 
As 
As 
As 
As 
As 
As 
As 
As 
As 
AS 
AS 
As 


stubborn as a mule, 

Sweet as candy. 

sweet as honey. 

Sweet as sugar, 

tall as a mountain. : 

tall as the Smokies. (J.e., the 


thick as your foot. 
thick as four in a bed. 
thick as the hair on a dog's back.. 
thick as pea soup. 

thin as a rail. 

thin as a toothpick. 

tight as Dick's hat bend. 

tough as shoe leather, 

tough as whet leather, 

tough as whange 

ugly as a mud fence, 

ugly as hell. 

ugly as mud, 

ugly as sine 

ugly as homemade sin. 

ugly as a witch. 

useless as last year's bird nest. 
useless as last year's Easter 


bonnet. 


4O 
894. AS 
As 
895. As 
896. As 
897. AS 
895. | As 
899 As 
900 As 
901 As 
902 As 
903 As 
904 As 
905 As 
906 As 
907 As 
908 As 
909 As 
910 As 
911 As 
912 As 
913 
“ 
915 As 
916 As 
917 As 
918 As 
919 As 
920 As 
921 
922 
\ 923 
924, 
925. 
926. 
927. 
928. 
929. 
9306 
931. 
932. 
933. 
93h. 
935. 
936. 
9376 
938. 
939. 
OG. 
9ul. 
9h2. 
945. 
946. 
| 


1000. As useless as tits on a tomcat. 1023. As wide as the side of a barn, 


1001. As warm as pi--. 102k. ap wide as a side of a house. 
1002. As warm as toast. 41025. A's wide as the ocean. 
1003. AS weak as acat,. — 1026. As wild as a buck. 
1004. As weak as hell. 1027. As wild as a Comanche Indian, 
1005. As weak as a scared rabbit. 1028. As wild as a deer. 
1006. As weak as water. - 1029. As wild as a March hare. 
1007. As weak as scared water, (Satd 1030. As wild as hell. 
of weak coffee.) 1031. As wild as a herd of wild horses. 


1008. As welcome as a summer breeze. 1032. As wild as a jungle. 
1009. 4s welcome as the flowers in May. 1033. As wild as a jack rabbit. 


1010..AS welcome as Saint Peter. 1034. As wise as a judge. 

1011. As wet as a drowned chicken. 1035. As wise as an owl. 

1012. As wet as hell. 1036. As wise as Solomon. 

1013. AS wet as a drowed rat. - 1037. AS woolly as a bear. 

1014. As wet as water. 1038. AS woolly as a caterpillar. 

1015. As whiney as a sick kitten, 1039. As wooly as a hermit, 

1016. As white as chalk. 1040. As woolly as a mountaineer. 

1017. As white as a ghost. 101. as woolly as a sheep. 

1018. As white as a lily. 1042. As yellow as an apricot. 

1019. As white as skimmed milk. 1043. AS yellow as baby sh--. 

1020. As white as a sheep. 1044. As yellow as gold. 

1021. As white as a sheet. 1045. is yellow as a pumpkin. 

1022. As white as snow. | : 


THE TELL=TALE MATCH 


by 


Ee Ge Rogers 
Tennessee Wesleyan College 
Athens, Tennessee 


It's more than a game 

"She loves...or loves me not." 
Love's coldest: flame 

May be cmsuming hot. 


The burning match was held, 
Named for a friend, 

'Til all was consumed 

To the very md. 


The match's full length 

Was consumed in its glow. 

But its flame burned my heart-- 
And..ethat's how I know. 


AN EAST TENNESSEE GHOST TALE 
Ruth We O'Dell 


Newport, Tennessee 


Many unusual ghost-tales have been handed down by word of mouth by our 
early settlers of "The Wilderness Country" we now know as East Tennessee. 
_ Stories of haunted houses along the stage-coach roads were freely discussed by 
the travelers as they jogged along through our picturesque mountains. 


One of the most interesting of the many such episodes related to me ‘is the 
story of "The Long Dog." 


In Hawkins County between ergot and Kingsport on the old stage 
road from Washington ‘to Nashville via Bristol, Rogersville, md Knoxville, The 
Long Dog often traveled. He would appear near a large white oak tree near 
Surgoinesville and journey along for several miles with the travelers. He not 
only frightened the horses but literally "scared the folks to death"; that is, 
those who could see him.~ He was delighted with a wagon. He was as long as a 
fencerail and of an ethereal, luminous appearance. 


Tradition claims that the John A. /Ilurrell gang of desperado-ruffians on 
their way to Cocke County for their counterfeiting crimes, came upon a family 
camped under the huge white oak tree one night and murdered them and took their 
covered wagons and teams. It was after this terrible occurrence that the Long 
Dog began to appear at the place which was forever afterwards called the Buggar 
Oak. 


The Hamblen family lived near the great tree--an old and honorable family 
for which our Hamblen County was named. They had an eighteen-year old son, 
Marcus Hamblen, who often wished that he could see this Long Dog so many com- 
plained about. Marcus didn't believe in "hants." He said he'd kill it if it 
ever trotted along beside him like it had been reported doing when others passed 
the tree. 


One lonely night Marcus got his wish the moment he reached the tree on 
his way home. He instantly grabbed a piece of a rail from the old fence along-=- 
Side the road where the cedars now grow. With all his might he struck at the 
dog. The rail seemed to penetrate the body, and Marcus almost fell to the 
‘ ground. The beautiful dog trotted along beside him and was almost in a lope 
trying to keep up with Marcus, who was so frightened he was "running for dear 
life." He ran until he became exhausted and had to stop to rest. Long Dogl--or 
Short Dog! The thing paused and waited and off again they both started. When 
they reached a certain place the apparition vanished--as it always did at that 
point. 


-Mareus Hamblen saw the dog many times during ‘is life but never again tried 
to kill it. He lost his fear of it and grew fond of it. Many people often 
passed that way and never saw the dog, while during the same period many others 
would see it. Some claimed it would rear up on the wagon wheels as though 
searching for its master. 


‘ 
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This information was collected from the nephew of Marcus Hamblen who heard 
the story many times in his childhood, and from the lips of Marcus himself. 


WHO TORS JIM NORVELL'S CoAT?” 
by 
Maggie J. Lowe 


Murfreesboro, Tennessee 


The following incident occurred during the memorable presidential campaign 
of 18). The Whigs, who were opposed to the admission of Texas, nominated Henry 
Clay;. the Democrats, who were in favor of its admission, supported James Knox 


Polk of Tennessee. 


There was a great rally held in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and people attend- 
ed from far and near. Each side had its followers. Douglas Brown fiddled for 
the Whigs, and Jim Norvell fiddled for the Democrats. Late in the afternoon, 

the rally ended in a free-for-all fight betwecn the opposing parties. In those 
days it was considered a dishonor to fight with anything but your fist. So when 
the riot ended there was no serious damage done except that Jim Norvell's lmg- 
tail coat was badly torn. 


Some braggart laid down the cnallenge, far and wide, that he could whip the 
man who tore Jim Norvell's coat. In what is now the Gum neighoorhood, there 
lived a man by the name of Carroll Wooten who was known throughout the cowntry- 
Side as champion of all who indulged in the fistic arts. Now, this was not 
hard to understand for Carroll was alwost a giant in size. 


Someone who knew of Carroll's reputation as a pugilist persuaded him to go 
to the braggart and say that he tore Jim Norvell's coat. Carroll finally 
. agreed. When the braggart saw the giant that stood before him, his fighting 
spirit wilted. Carroll calmly stated that he tore the coat and inquired of 
the braggart what he wanted to do about it. After the braggart surveyed this 
enormous man, he replied, "I have nothing to say, Carroll, except that you tore 
a hell of a slit in it." 


The election was held, and Clay carried Polk's own state, but Polk went 
to the White House. But the question ever asked and never answered is, "who 
tore Jim coat?" 


*T am indebted to J. W. Lowe, my father, ior this story. I have since 
discovered that Chip Henderson gives a different version of it in The distory 
of Murfreesboro. However, at the time my father gave me the story, he had never 

read Mr. Henderson's:version. My father has lived near Gum, Tennessee, all of 
his life and was well acquainted with the descendants of Carroll Wooten. 


NEWS AND REVIEWS 


THE 20TH ANNUAL MEsTING of the Tennessee Folklore Society will be held, 
according to oresent plans, at Teanessee Polytechnic Institute, Cookeville, on 
Saturday, November 6. Announcaient of place aid date tnus far in advance should 
allow iany members to plan to attend. Those who have proposals to make relating 
to the program of the meeting should send them to the president of the Society, 
Dr. George W. Boswell, Austin Pe yy State Loileze, Clarksville, Tennessee. 

TH2 KuNTUCKY FOLKLORE SOCI ETY held its annual spring meeting in the Henry 
Clay Hotel, Louisville, on April 23. A new constitution was adopted and the 
following officers elected: Gordon Wilson, Western State College, honorary 
president; Herbert Halpert, Murray State College, president; William Hugh Jansen, 
University of Kentucky, vice-president; D. K. Wilgus, ‘/estern State College, | 
secretary-treasurer; Mrs. Join R. Thomas, Lebanon, Mrs. Joseph L. Duncan, Louis- 
ville, and Tom Venadle, Murray State College, directors. The address, "!Bar the 
Door': An #ssay on the Meaning of a Game," was given by Dr., Brian Sutton-Smith 
cf New Zealand, presently research associate in the School 0: Social ‘York, ‘Jayne 
University. 

"MIGHTY ANNIE CHRISTMiS OF NEV ORLeiwNS," originally published in the TFS 
Bulletin (Vol. XI, No. 3, September, 1945), will be incorporated into a volune 
of i1iterary work soon to be published by inn Caulfield Winston. Mrs. ‘instcn 
expects to title her book, A Sampler by a iississippi School Teacher. 


DR. GEORGE W. BOSWELL has for some time been broadcasting a program of 
Tennessee folksongs over WJiM, Clarksville, at 12:30 p.m. on Sundays. Members 
of the Society who have been interested in Dr. Boswell's project for completing 
a collection of the folksongs of the state will enjoy hearing representative 
examples of what he nas found. 
Se 
GRACE CieSWELL, a member of tne TFS. and well know for her fine work in 
preserving the songs of the folk, appeared in a full-evening program before an 
appreciative audience at George Peabody College for Teachers on Sunday, March 1k. 
She was introduced by Mr. Jack Kershaw, who also discussed the significance of 
folksong and the character of the various pieces sung by Miss Creswell. 
STUDENTS OF FOLKSONG who have protested against the exclusive attention 
often given to texts will be attracted to Samuel Bavard's study of "Two Repre- 
sentative Tune Families of British Tradition" in the Spring issue (Vol. IV, No. 
1) of Midwest Folklore. Appropriately enough, Mr. Bayard has paid tribute to 
Dr. George Pullen Jackson in a notice of Dr. Jackson's death printed in the 
1954 volume (Vol. VI) of the Journal of the International Folk Music Council. 
HR 
THE JOURNAL OF THE INTSRVYANLONAL FOLK MUSIC COUNCIL carries in its sixth 
vclume reports of the proceedinz§& of the conference held by the Council last 
July. The reports relate to folk\dances as well as music and songs in many © 
parts of the world. The United States is represented by Byron Amold's discus- 
sion of "Some Historical Folk Song§ from Alabama," 
STITH THOMPSCN has analyzed “Advances in Folklore Studies" in Il Tesaur 
(Anno V, No. 1-3), the journal of philology and folklore publisiicd in Udine, 


Italy. 


| 


Flora McDowell, Folk Dances of Tennessee. Delaware, Ohio: Cooperative Recrea- 
| tion Service, 1953. 41.00. | 


In Folk Dances of Tennessee, Mrs. Flora L. mcDowell has brought together 
many of the early ai thentic folk materials which she ad her husband, the late 
Lucius L. McDowell, had collected over a number of years. Many will:be interest- 
ed in this sequel to the former colluctions of Songs of the Old Camp Ground and 
Play Party Tunes dealing with this same region, wich is the valley of the Caney 
Fork River in White and DeKalb Counties. is Charles F. Bryan points out in a 
foreword regarding this collection, "It is a very. great pleasure to see her 
writings made more available." | 


Mrs. McDowell says "The Old Play Party seems to have grow out of an unend- 
ing conflict between the natural desire to dance and be merry and the stem 
religious prohibition of 211 worldly pleasure." The tunes were executed with 
or without a simple, stringed, musical accompaniment. A careful description 
of the execution of each play or game accompanies each tune. The most Puritan- 
ical of parents acquiesced in this harmless but pleasurable form of home and 
group self-entertainment. Among the tunes and dances listed are "Five Tinkers,”" 
"The Miller," "Poor Old Chimey Sweeper,” "Old Dan Tucker," "Jump Josie," 

"Shoot the Bufialo," "Old Betsy Lina," snd many others which a great number of 
persons will recall. 


In additicn to the dance tunes there are listed many quiet and activity 
games which involve "odd person" or "counting out." There are seetions also 
devoted to "Friendship Verses," to "Riddles and Fortunes," and to "Witches." 
The collection is amply illustrated by drawings and is attractively edited--a 
must for libraries, club workers, and sponsors of youth BrOupS. 


-~K. G Rogers | 
Tennessee Wesleyan College 


Re S. Cotterill, The Southem Indians: The Story of the Civilized Tribes Before 
Removal. Norman; University of Oklahoma Press, 1950. 4.00. 


The Southern Indians by R. S. Cotterill is really the prelude rather than 
the sequel to Grant Forman's Indian Removal wiuich was reviewed in this publica- 
tion June, 1953 (Vol. XIX, No. 2). The latter too was published by the Oklahoma 
Press. The Southern Indians prepares the reader historically and analytically 
for a basic understanding of Indian Removal. The "Trail of Tears" is anticipated 
in the fifty years preceding 1830 through land speculatio, government sub- 
sidies, wars of the white man, and the civilizing influences which played one 
tribe against another with the result of a constant observing of the Red Man's 
identity. Nor did the Indian desire to worship a superficial idea of the white 
man's god. 


Broken promises, unkept treaties, and tribal assassinations often resulted 
from bribes, drinking, and treachery.: The territories occupied by the Civilized 
Tribes--Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole--lay within the 
Carolinas, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida, although the Seminoles 
at this time were considered as having a common interest with the Southern 
Creeks. Through the entering wedge of a desire for roads md trade routes for 
the whites, Indian chiefs were cajoled into making unlimited or not-well-defined 
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cessions as time went on, until finally the lad speculations became both a 
pressure on government and an uncontrollable mess. Chief among those holding 
out along with the Georgians for wholesale removal was Andrew Jackson, who 
oy to make the "Trail of Tears" a reality for all the Soutnern tribes after 
1830. 


--E. G. Rogers 
Tennessee Wesleyan College 


Otis W. Coan, Rocktow, Arkansas. New York: Exposition Press, 1953. 3-00. 


| This interesting and exciting account of the problens, prejudices, loves, 
hatreds, humor, bigotry and dignity of the peoples of the Ozarks, this novel, 
Rocktown, Arkansas, will afford moments of pleasmt relaxation. 


The story plot, so far as there is one, centers about Ora, from whose point 
of view the narrative. episodes are mostly related. The narrative interest lies 
in the many motivating incidents which keep him and his childhood girl friend, 
Eva, apart until quite near the end of the story. The episodes deal in tum 
with bullies, the Ku Klux Klan, the hard-fisted preacher, the professor, the 
Esquire, and other local characters in Rocktown who are a challenge to Ora--and 
always of interest to the reader. When Ora thinks he has lost Eva, and goes 
after another girl, he is then on the way to winning her back. The story at 
times is a little "over-sexy," we feel. Although this is introduced as local 
color, mountain people as a rule are at least rather discreet in be about 
those things. 


The side of sincerity, devotion, ideals, and rugged toil are*well portrayed 
in this brief story of slightly more than one hundred pages. Colloquial dialect 
is apparently well-hmdled. Folk custom, tradition, and speech are constantly 
used. The community gossips are effectively handled. It is a tender, delicate 

romance tellingly done. 7 


--E. G. Rogers 
Tennessee Wesleyan College 
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